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chlldren in pubhc educatlon are at
. best 25 percent of the electorate. -
- Those who had the means es-

tive of income. The educational bu-
" reaucracy was shaken to its roots.
e 'Communities that had for years

_ watched unconcerned as. ‘ridiculously
"high percentages of students left for

ﬁ‘lcfls ha
> those children.” They, of course,

eo. cloaked»themselves with coneern for
* the children that were left behind. -
Commumtles that adopted school

ystem m slgmﬁcar’ft numbers there
eal problem with that system. It
mys easier to pomt the fing

The purposes of school cholce are
‘many. Obviously the creation of edu-
tional options is one. There are
r goals, however. Those commu-
s.'that have supported public
would receive a financial
lso, for communities such as

to private schools or paid tu- -
‘other pubhc schools. Those

e ‘school choice. Suddenly. doors -
were open for all children irrespec-

" communities. But has it helped

other and better opportunities, sud-
denly were outraged when the chil-
* dren of working-class people began.
2+ 4o leave.  Of course, it ‘was not the
ce be- " children that concerned them, but’
now dollars were leaving following - “Tim

The* result was ‘&’ $300000 (757
percent reimbursement) state’ ‘aid
* payout to Gloucester and othe ‘simi-
larly affected communities Tllué,"
Gloucester paid  $100,000 <to: Man-
chester to- educate. 69 students; or
less than $1,500 per studen 3
also clear that this 75 percent reim-

' bursement will continue to be avail--
able to all such sending communities

i

that make a real effort to improve’
the quality of education offered.
financially, school choice has n
hurt - Gloucester -or -other.‘se dmg

In the 10 months sirice the adop-
tion of school choice, parents;
and other concerned ' citize)
used the; light of school «choice

quality ‘education. The et
Times has called for placm‘w 1C:

but not -conclusions. .
Gloucester school

ith low enrollment, -
healthy diversity of

ly, receiving commu- -

Manchester benefit as
atly as the students they accept

' parent,s of children in the pubh e hool systems? When 69 stu-
systems who perceive the .~ Cen left ‘Gloucester for the Man-

a community unwﬂlmg to . chester 'school system, Gloucester
ed aloss of $400,000 in aid. In
ight of the fact that school choice
made law-just 45 days prior to
 of the school year, this sud-

n loss of funding seemed a bit
much to accept. While certain legis-
lators filed showboat bills that had
jon. the effect of raising hopes with no
chance of passage, other individuals

House leadership that the very pur-
_poses of school choice would be frus-
trated by such a punitive result.

_ a8y to look to -th
! get. Children don’t vote -
- nunity parents of

: ea:cher ‘dedi

| commumties to mak ‘ed'

moved to convince the Senate and -

leadership and a failure of

ority one.
‘While there is much t
choice has proven to be

" Manchester schools.



