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A jury in Boston thls week
advised a judge to rule in favor of
four widows of men who died

aboard the Italian Gold, a local -

fishing boat lost at sea on Labor
Day, 1994,

The wlves of Salvatore Curcuru. '

Nicholas Curcury, Peter Glovin.
nco and Manuel Carrapichosa
alleged that negligent repairs done
by Rose's Oil Service contributed
to the sinking of the vessel, After
three weeks of testimony and four
days of deliberations, the jury
offered its opinion that Rose’s.Oil

was partly responsible for the loss™

and advised Judge:Carol Ball to

award the wonfen more than §1 -

million in darages.
““While I belleve the jury had to
compromise somewhat 1h order to

Joseph Orlando,

Vera Ci
c

'sink

© 7 e gvident
' Ttalian Gold was ' well j
. and extremely stout vessel, exceed-

- for Hull stréngth,”
" mick, “Indeed; even if the seas
“weré much worse that what the
_“defense calculated, this‘vessel
he * should not have sank.
‘ tg'otherveesels it

18 ot the final word, thndo and
~McCormick will return to court on

Aug, 10 to argue that Ball should
accept the opinion of the jury. -
According to McCormick, under
maritime law, the plalntlffs were |
not automatically entitled to a jury
trial, The judge agreed to hear the

case and take the jury's decision as

-an advisory.opinion before mak
ing the final decision herself. .
During the trial, lawyers argued
‘that Rose's Ol falled to diagnose a
misalignment of the vessel's pro-'
peller shaft and to properly repair

-the stuffing box that houses the

thaft. According to the plaintiffs,
that faulty repair led to excessive
leaking, which caused the vessel to

Lawyers for Rose s 011 ‘coun:
tered that the Italian Gold sank
because of a huge wave that ﬁ*ac

~ ttired the yessel's hull. :
reach the verdiet, all in all I think -
that this was'a very positive result -
for these women,” sald attorney -
who with attor-
ey Briah McCormick gegresented

~“Much of the testimony In the :
trial centered on the technical
aspects of the repairs, the stability:
‘of the vessel and the weather con-'
ditlonsat the ~

tlrements’

mgall overnmental
i sald McCor,
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in the area where ;
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I.Itallan Gold“amllles;

_'the Itallan Gold sank that. came
home thatday.” /=

7 The jury also found that Rose s . McCc
0Oil and the vessel owner; Uncle " will sta
":Sam of ’76, a_corporation headed - #This j
Dby local ﬁsherman Joseph DiMaio, -
‘were equally responsible for the"
“Joss of the Italian Gold. Because of
‘that decision, the original request.
for more than $2 million in dam-
‘ages | from Rose s 011 was spht in
f;half : -
’. The wives of the crew members ‘
. ‘_have already settled their individ-
“ual claims with DiMaio. According
-to McCormick, this .secondary :-.
“case was’ the result of a legal = er:1 " ind:
frequirement that demands all pos- ,- either decis mnare ]

" set a51de any dec1smn from Junesu

: .the Crew of Itahan Gold wﬂl declde
for

about what they wanted to do,” he
said. “If I were a betting man, 1
would. say ‘she would acoept their
opinion.”:

Judges ane typlcally reluctant o

Once Ball makes a dec1sion,
e1ther Rose’s Oil.or the wives of
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