~sports figures, including three.

By MICHELLE LaROCHE
Times staff

Gloucester attorney Joseph €=~
‘lando simply hates to lose ~a qual:

ity he shares with his new cligfitd™

part of his law practice. So far;
has contracts to represent

probable National Football Lea e,y
draftees, four probable Olympi
stars — many of whom are alrea@®
national champions - and a ragvs

quetball world champion turnedm ,
_tenms professional.

To see some of these athletés in
action you need only lend an eye
to the Olympics.

Sprinter Michael Bates, one of
Orlando’s clients, will be going
head-to-head against gold-medal
winning track and field star Carl
Lewis in the Olympic trials, and
possibly the Olympic games, in the
100-meter sprint.

Kennedy Ryan,-Canadian wom-
en’s freestyle skiing champion and
another Orlando client, is also get-
ting ready for her Olympic mo-

" ment, in the Winter Games in Al-~ ‘

‘ bertvﬂle France.

- the experiences of his local clients;-
-local fishermen and. blue-collar

personal injury claims.

Orlando says he finds the ]er led
by the athletes far different from

workers who come to him with,

+The personal injury chents Or-»
lando said, “have taken a lot of
jolts that life deals out.” Athletés
hke Bates and Kennedy, he said,

*‘are treated very well” throughout

- their lives, from ‘their stints as

stars on high school teams to col-
lege recruiting incentives.

Despite their differences, both
sports and personal injury clients
understand what it feels like to
work hard at something all their
life, Orlando said.

“Both put a great deal of effort
in their lives,” Orlando said.

.Orlando said the transition be-
tween personal injury work and
sports representation was easier
than expected.

es| e

~ A year and a half ago, Orlandé™ " .
gbe‘gan representing athletes a8 | -

Gloucester personal ugJury lawyer J oseph Orlando has now dlpped into the world of sports. Two of his clients are U.S. sprint-
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er Mlchael Bates“(top right) and Canadian freestyle skier Kennedy Ryan (1ower rlght)

“The two practices,” he said,
‘complement one another well.”

Orlando  said that, with the
sports division, his negotiation
skills have improved, which can
only help his litigation practice.

He also said he would give up
the new division of his firm if it
began to interrupt the quality of
the representation he offers to his

personal i mJury chents

“Personal injury litigation is,
and always will be, my first love,”
Orlando said. “The sports division
will not take time or focus from
my litigation practice.”

Though he is up against some of
the “giants” in the sports and en-
tertainment law field, Orlando
said, “I know I can offer things

that they don’t.”

His new sports and entertain-
ment division, on the third floor of
his Western Avenue office, em-
ploys a full-time sports director
and a fulltime marketing
consultant.

In addition, a full-time attorney
in Arizona, a Boston-based finan-
cial planning and investment firm,

and tax accountants service the 40
sports clients. According to Orlan-
do, a contract with a full-time law-
yer in Florida is under negotiation.

These employees cover every-
thing from training to endorse-
ments and investments to con-
tracts for the athletes.

The little extras that Orlando
offers include special trainers and

" Bruin Cam Neely and the Boston
: University football team. :

The athletes’ performance in
these events was going to help de-
termine their placement in the

NFL Draft, Orlando said, and set

their value to. tea ,js negotiating
salaries. :

“I'm working to make them bet-
ter, to talk about attitude and fo-
cus, not just physical perfor-
mance,” Orlando said.

Orlando’s broad program has at-

tracted athletes from all over the
world, including a former member
of the Soviet Union’s Red Army

" hockey team.

Jevgeni Gusin arrived in the

- Uftites States last year hoping to

play _ professional hockey. After
‘tontacting - several New England
eﬁ]l@ée hockey coaches, Gusin was
givén-Orlando’s nanie.

+Mow he’ s playing for the Toledo
Storms in*the . Eastern Hockey
L;ague Wa1tmg for the NHL draft

“inJumes:

y goal is to be one of the

“biggest Narmes | in sports and enter-

tainment law in the country,” Or-
lando said. “I want athletes from
all over the country to know I offer
first-class representation.”

Despite these high aspirations,
Orlando has no intentions of leav-
ing his current practice or the
Cape Ann area behind.

“I can’t imagine living any-
where else,” Orlando said. “It
would make no sense for me to
move to a bigger city. My clients
here would suffer and I will not

. give up representing them.”

His connection to the area and
sports comes from his youth. Or-
lando grew up in Gloucester and
played baseball through school,
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