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By GAIL McCARTHY

Times staff

Three former-Gloucester High
School staff members and four for-
mer students filed a lawsuit yester- -
day - agalnst three companies
involved in the $30 million high

~ school renovation project.

The claims charge negligence
and seek money damages for the

severe illnesses suffered by staff

and students caused by their expo-
sure to hazardous chemical fumes,

dust and other airborne irritants '
during the renovation, said local -

attorney Joseph M. Orlando. - -
The plaintiffs are Christina

Ciarametaro, a biology teacher,

Therese Mllton a former comput-
er operator and secretary, Vicki

Pinksten, an assistant teacher, and -

former students Kelly Clark, Jose-
phine Margiotta, Amber Palazola

“and Jason Rowe. .

The defendants are architect

Drummery Roseane Anderson Inc. -
of Newton, TLT Constructlon

Corp. of Wakeﬁeld and Martin Sur-
facing of Hunt Valley, Md.

The 1awsu1t filed in Superior

Court, says the plaintiffs developed -
a variety of debilitating conditions
during the construction that began
in 1994,/ including the onset or
aggravation of asthma so severe
that regular use of steroid. 1nha1ers
was prescribed.

“Defendants knew or should
have known that hazardous chemi-

cal fumes, dust and other airborne
irritants from the renovation were -
: present in occupied: areas of the

high | school and defe

prevent or minimize the harm

caused to plalntlffs,’f aecordmg to

thesuit.
The suit further states that the
compames gave no information or

warning regarding the presence of,
or danger presented by, the haz-

ardous fumes and a1rborne 1rr1~
tants.

These substances mlgrated into
occupied areas of the high school,

the suit charges. Students and staff

complained of a variety of symp-
toms, including skin rashes, nau-
sea, fatigue and difficulty breath-

‘ing, the suit states.

Even after these complaints, the '
defendants claimed there was no
- danger to building occupants, the

suit says.
A1r testing results demonstrated

=>~~S'pndin‘g :
seems to
have no end

By DAVID JOYNER
Tlmes staff

What began in 1994 as a three-
year plan to renovate Gloucester
. High School now seems to mirror -
a 1986 Tom Hanks/Shelley Long
movie about a couple fixing up a
~house. . :

It was titled, “The Money Pit”

The City Council voted Tuesday
to spend another $1.5 million for
the high school’s makeover, bring-
ing the project’s total to about $30

. million.

Nearly five years after ground
was broken, work is still incom-
plete and the cost has swelled by
nearly 20 percent.

The renovation has been any-

‘thing but a slapstick misadven-

ture, however, leading to health
concerns for teachers and stu
dents, and to legal action. k
City officials have been cryptic
about possible lawsuits, but this
‘week Mayor Bruce Tobey promlsed
the council “very aggressive litiga-
tion,” in which the city will seek
“stibstantial damages 2 .

He declined to give spemfics 1ns
pubhc ity t.
- “We can discuss it in executlve
_session or people can watch as the

“trial unfolds,” he told councilors.
“Thls will not be an empty exer- -
cise.’ -
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the presence in the h1gh school of :
- substances, such as isocyanates, at
‘dangerously high levels. .
Some staff and students became
so ill that they were advised to stay
out of the high school or limit their
* time there. Several students were
forced to enroll in a day-long tutor-

ing: program. at an elementary

school.’
In early 1997, Gloucester High

School was closed down while spe-
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